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Dear PLANTMETALS members, we would like to invite you to our 2024 

Annual Meeting in Ljubljana.  
 
As usual, the meeting will include invited lectures, talks from submitted abstracts, a poster 

session (with best poster awards) and the MC Meeting. There will be ample opportunities for 
discussion during the coffee breaks, shared mealtimes, and the two planned dinners.   

 
In addition, we have included an excursion to a UNESCO Heritage Site of a historic mercury 

mine and the effects of this mining on the surrounding vegetation.    
 
Online registration: https://forms.gle/18i8ppkhrAeTJVS96 
 
For more information about the 2024 Annual Meeting, rules for posters and abstracts, please 

check the PLANTMETALS events page at www.plantmetals.eu/plantmetals-events.html 
 
 
Organizing team: 
Paula Pongrac (main local organiser) and team,  
Biotechnical Faculty, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia. 
Hendrik Küpper, Robert Dulfer,  
Biology Centre CAS, České Budějovice, Czech Republic. 
Nathalie Verbruggen, Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium. 
 
Service provider: Slovenian Society of Plant Biology 
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Programme 
 
Tuesday, 17th September 
 

15:00-
16:30   

Registration, poster mounting, welcome coffee 

16:30-
16:45   Opening address by PLANTMETALS Action Chair and the LOC 

16:45-
18:45 

16:45-
17:45 

Session 1 
(WG 1  
1/2) 

Plenary lecture: Catherine Curie: A new role for the Mn 
transporter NRAMP2 in the seed including novel 
analytical and imaging tools to decipher metal 
homeostasis 

17:45-
18:00 

Contributed talk 1: Seckin Eroglu: Iron accumulates in seed 
endosperm to trigger seed coat rupture  

18:00-
18:15 

Contributed talk 2: Sebastien Thomine: Regulation of 
intracellular free zinc concentration in Arabidopsis thaliana  

18:15-
18:30 

Contributed talk 3: Marie-Pierre Isaure: Various strategies 
developed by Arabidopsis halleri to cope with Cd toxicity 

18:30-
18:45  

Contributed talk 4: Sina Fischer: Ionomic Phenotypes in 
neo-tetraploids  

19:30-
23:00 

  

Get-together dinner: Gostilna Čad (Cesta na Rožnik 18, 1000 
Ljubljana) , included in the registration payment. Location: 
https://hotel-cad.si/en/restaurant/) 

 
 

 
  



3 
 

Wednesday, 18th September  
 

08:30-
10:00 

08:45-
09:15 

Session 2  
(WG 2) 

Invited lecture 1: Hendrik Küpper: Biochemical and 
physiological evidence for a beneficial role of chromium in 
plants 

09:15-
09:30 

Contributed talk 5: Marie-Theres Hauser: Effects of Nickel 
on pectinmethylesterase (PME)/ pectinmethylesterase 
inhibitor (PMEI) expression and activity in Arabidopsis 
thaliana  

09:30-
09:45 

Contributed talk 6: Fernando Antônio Gomes Brito: 
Cadmium (Cd) and Zinc (Zn) Isotope Fractionation in a 
Plant Metallothionein  

09:45-
10:00 

Contributed talk 7: Jonathan Przybyla-Toscano: Adaptation 
of the membrane- and cell wall-associated proteome of 
Arabidopsis thaliana roots in response to uranium stress 

10:00-
10:30   Coffee break 

10:30-
12:00 

10:30-
11:00 

Session 3 
(WG 4) 

Invited lecture 2: Matthias Wiggenhauser: Cadmium, Zinc, 
and Copper leaching rates determined in large monolith 
lysimeters  

11:00-
11:30 

Invited lecture 3: Hester Blommaert: The pathways of 
cadmium in cacao: in light of a synchrotron source 

11:30-
11:45 

Contributed talk 8: Michel Mench: Phytomanagement of 
metal(loid)-contaminated soils with biomass sorghum: 
successes and failures  

11:45-
12:00 

Contributed talk 9: Gianluigi Giannelli: The multi-stress 
resistant PVr_9 bacterial strain mitigates Na+ ions toxicity 
in Arabidopsis and tomato and improves tomato fruit 
nutritional characteristics 

12:00-
12:15 

Contributed talk 10: Aida Bani: Agromining as an 
agricultural alternative in the serpentine soils of the Albania 

12:15-
12:30 

Contributed talk 11: Valerie Bert: Characterization of 
Arabidopsis halleri and Urtica dioica Responses to Zn and 
Cd: Soil management Practices to Help Biofortification?  

12:30-
14:00   

Lunch break 

14:00-
17:30   

Management Committee Meeting & Coffee break 

19:00-
23:00 

  

Conference dinner: Allegria (Nazorjeva ulica 8, 1000 Ljubljana) 
self-paid, 40 € without beverages, to be paid on-site at the 
registration desk. 
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Thursday, 19th September 
 

08:30-
10:00 

08:30-
09:00 

Session 4 
(WG 3 
1/2) 

Invited lecture 4: Tomica Mišljenovič: Revealing Tl 
hyperaccumulation in the flora of the abandoned Allchar 
mine: New findings and future perspectives 

09:00-
09:15 

Contributed talk 12: Stéphane Ravanel: Cellular and molecular 
responses of the metal-tolerant green microalga Coelastrella to 
uranium  

09:15-
09:30 

Contributed talk 13: Paco Romero: Physiological, biochemical 
and molecular approaches to understand the copper deficiency 
response in tomato  

09:30-
09:45 

Contributed talk 14: Petra Maskova: Horseradish, a panacea 
for arsenic contamination in temperate zone?  

09:45-
10:00 

Contributed talk 15: Emre Aksoy: Development of Soybean 
Lines with High Iron and Low Phytate Content via Gene 
Editing  

10:00-
10:30   

Coffee break 

10:30-
12:00 

10:30-
10:40 

STSM 
reporting 

Overview (can be extended if needed, depending on the 
number of STSMs reports) 

10.40-
10.50 STSM1 

10:50-
11:00 

STSM2 

11:00-
11:10 

STSM3 

11:10-
11:20 STSM4 

11:20-
11:30 

STSM5 

11:30-
11:40 

STSM6 

11:40-
11:50 STSM7 

11:50-
12:00 

STSM8 

12:00-
13:30   

Lunch break 

13:30-
15:05 

13:30-
14:00 

Session 5 
(WG 3 
2/2) 

Invited lecture 5: Marjana Regvar: Resolving structure-related 
trace element and molecular composition of Tartary 
buckwheat grain 

14:15-
14:30 

Contributed talk 16: Josip Jurkovic: Norway spruce (Picea 
Abies) needles as indicator for heavy metals pollution of 
Sarajevo 

14:30-
14:45 

Contributed talk 17: Pietro Peroni: Effect of root 
biostimulants on root growth and metal(loid)s uptake in 
Miscanthus x giganteus  

14:45-
15:00 

Contributed talk 18: Hagai Yasour: Involvement of trace metal 
nutrition in plant physiology process and abiotic stress 
responses  

15:00-
18:00   

Poster session & Coffe break  
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Friday, 20th September 
 

08:30-
10:00 

08:30-
09:00 

Session 6 
(WG 1 
2/2) 

Invited lecture 6: Oscar Siemianowski: How do plants manage 
their microelements? Untangling the Zn Transport 
Mechanisms Between Lateral Roots 

09:00-
09:15 

Contributed talk 19: Jessie Shadbolt: Good copper, bad 
copper: Characterising the physiological implications of 
contrasting alleles of HvHMA5 

09:15-
09:30 

Contributed talk 20: Filis Morina: Micronutrients at the 
frontline of plant defence responses  

09:30-
09:45 

Contributed talk 21: Filip Poščič: Iron-mediated mitigation of 
hexavalent chromium toxicity in Brassica juncea and 
Raphanus sativus  

09:45-
10:00 

Contributed talk 22: Katarina Vogel-Mikuš: Mercury ligand 
environment in the food chain as affected by Se 
biofortification of plants 

10:00-
10:30   

Coffee break 

10:30-
12:30 

10:30-
11:30   

Planning the future of the PLANTMETALS as a society 

11:30-
12:00   Poster removal, wrap-up 

12:00-
13:15   

Lunch break 

13:30-
20:00 

  
Botanical Excursion: Visit the Idria valley and Hg mine 
https://www.geopark-idrija.si/en/natural-heritage/plants/ 
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Location:  
Department of Biology, Biotechnical Faculty, University of Ljubljana 
Vecna pot 111, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia 

 
 
Organised in liaison with the Slovenia Society of Plant Biology 

 
 
 

 
 


